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the Morro he sustained the undivided fire of the batteries there at a range
of 3,800 yards.

The battle which ensued was begun by each commanding officer doing
his part as prescribed in the standing orders of Admiral Sampson, and,
subject thereto, was fought as each individual commander directed his ship.

The report of Commodore Schley to Admiral Sampson states that
"Signal was made to the western division' (composed of the Brooklyn,
Texas, and Vixen] as prescribed in your general orders;" and the report of
Captain Chadwiek, commanding the New York, and chief of staff of Ad-
miral Sampson, that signal was made by the New York to the eastern
division, composed of the New York, Iowa, Oregon, and Indiana, "Close in
towards harbor entrance and attack vessels," as prescribed in Squadron
General Order No. 9, of June 7th.

The only other signals of which mention is made in the reports of
commanding officers are a signal "The enemy is escaping/5 made by the
Brooklyn at 9.35 P. M., which, according to the Brooklyn's signal record,
was first received by her from the Iowa, and three signals noted in the
report of the commanding officer of the Oregon; the first, "Oregon, well
done," at the time when the Viscaya went ashore, and second, "Cease
firing," and "Congratulations for the grand victory; thanks for your splen-
did assistance," sent as the Colon went ashore and her flag came down.
No commanding officer of any ship speaks in his report of any signal from
the Brooklyn except the above. From the reports no command over the
fleet and no order of command except the above appears other than the
original commands and orders of the commander-in-chief. The log of the
Brooklyn- notes two other signals made at 9.36 A. M. and 9.45 A. M., re-
spectively: "Clear for action" and "Close up," but, as indicated above, no
commanding officer reports having seen them, and at the time when they
were made the ships were independently clearing for action and chasing at
full speed.

In following Sampson's order of battle of June 2d, requiring "If the
enemy tries to escape, the ships must close and engage as soon as pos-
sible and endeavor to sink his vessels or force them to run ashore in the
channel," the Brooklyn at the beginning of the battle stood for the enemy's
ships, using port helm to close with them. After the leading Spanish ship,
the Maria Teresa, had passed to the westward, and the Viscaya had clearly
indicated her intention to escape, the Brooklyn's helm was put hard aport,
and she was turned in a circle around to the southward and then to the
westward, and in doing so, increased her distance from the Spanish ships
by her tactical diameter of 800 yards.*

The orders of Admiral Sampson issued in the beginning of June to
prevent the escape of the Spanish vessels, and to make the blockade
effective, are pertinent facts. They provide for a close watch night and
day, for picket boats, search-lights at night, guard against torpedo-boat
attack, nearness to the harbor entrance, readiness of engines, for keeping

* This distance is not a fact. within two miles of the Texas. In passings his vessels were coaled.
